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society which were fatal to their efficacy;
but the calling of the convention, the fram-
ing of the Constitution, and the final adop-
tion were possible because in the commu-
nity at large the ideas of freedom and of
self-government had already been formu-
lated in local institutions for generations,
and for generations had been moulding the
character of the popular thought. The
towns, the parishes, the boroughs, of the
early colonies were the inheritors of commu-
nal ideas which had filtered from Germanic
free communities through English parishes;
under the favoring conditions of a new
world and its unchecked enterprise they
had become political units of great integrity.
The colonies, with their local government,
modified rather than controlled by royal or
proprietary influence, had already learned
many lessons of autonomy: the period of
the war had confirmed these several powers,
and the conclusion of the war found them
still in possession of their interior organic
life, and lacking only that sovereignty which
they had resisted and overthrown. But the
state life was incomplete : there was an ab-
sence of a solid sovereignty in which the